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4. PUBLIC LAW 88–29

(POPULARLY KNOWN AS THE OUTDOOR RECREATION ACT OF 1963)

(Act of May 28, 1963; 77 Stat. 49; 16 U.S.C. 460l through 460l–3)

AN ACT To promote the coordination and development of effective programs
relating to outdoor recreation, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, ø16 U.S.C. 460l¿
That the Congress finds and declares it to be desirable that all
American people of present and future generations be assured ade-
quate outdoor recreation resources, and that it is desirable for all
levels of government and private interests to take prompt and co-
ordinated action to the extent practicable without diminishing or
affecting their respective powers and functions to conserve, develop,
and utilize such resources for the benefit and enjoyment of the
American people.

SEC. 2. ø16 U.S.C. 460l–1¿ In order to carry out the purposes
of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to perform
the following functions and activities:

(a) INVENTORY.—Prepare and maintain a continuing inventory
and evaluation of outdoor recreation needs and resources of the
United States.

(b) CLASSIFICATION.—Prepare a system for classification of out-
door recreation resources to assist in the effective and beneficial
use and management of such resources.

(c) NATIONWIDE PLAN.—Formulate and maintain a comprehen-
sive nationwide outdoor recreation plan, taking into consideration
the plans of the various Federal agencies, States, and their political
subdivisions. The plan shall set forth the needs and demands of the
public for outdoor recreation and the current and foreseeable avail-
ability in the future of outdoor recreation resources to meet those
needs. The plan shall identify critical outdoor recreation problems,
recommend solutions, and recommend desirable actions to be taken
at each level of government and by private interests. The Secretary
shall transmit the initial plan, which shall be prepared as soon as
practicable within five years hereafter, to the President for trans-
mittal to the Congress. Future revisions of the plan shall be simi-
larly transmitted at succeeding five-year intervals. When a plan or
revision is transmitted to the Congress, the Secretary shall trans-
mit copies to the Governors of the several States.

(d) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Provide technical assistance and
advice to and cooperate with States, political subdivisions, and pri-
vate interests, including nonprofit organizations, with respect to
outdoor recreation.
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1 In subsection (f), section 3648 of the Revised Statutes is no longer classified to 31 U.S.C.
529, but has instead been included in the codification of such title as subsections (a) and (b)
of section 3324.

(e) REGIONAL COOPERATION.—Encourage interstate and re-
gional cooperation in the planning, acquisition, and development of
outdoor recreation resources.

(f) RESEARCH AND EDUCATION.—(1) Sponsor, engage in, and as-
sist in research relating to outdoor recreation, directly or by con-
tract or cooperative agreements, and make payments for such pur-
poses without regard to the limitations of section 3648 of the Re-
vised Statutes (31 U.S.C. 529) 1 concerning advances of funds when
he considers such action in the public interest, (2) undertake stud-
ies and assemble information concerning outdoor recreation, di-
rectly or by contract or cooperative agreement, and disseminate
such information without regard to the provisions of section 3204,
title 39, United States Code, and (3) cooperate with educational in-
stitutions and others in order to assist in establishing education
programs and activities and to encourage public use and benefits
from outdoor recreation.

(g) INTERDEPARTMENTAL COOPERATION.—(1) Cooperate with
and provide technical assistance to Federal departments and agen-
cies and obtain from them information, data, reports, advice, and
assistance that are needed and can reasonably be furnished in car-
rying out the purposes of this Act, and (2) promote coordination of
Federal plans and activities generally relating to outdoor recre-
ation. Any department or agency furnishing advice or assistance
hereunder may expand its own funds for such purposes, with or
without reimbursement, as may be agreed to by that agency.

(h) DONATIONS.—Accept and use donations of money, property,
personal services, or facilities for the purposes of this Act.

SEC. 3. ø16 U.S.C. 460l–2¿ In order further to carry out the
policy declared in section 1 of this Act, the heads of Federal depart-
ments and independent agencies having administrative responsibil-
ity over activities or resources the conduct or use of which is perti-
nent to fulfillment of that policy shall, either individually or as a
group, (a) consult with and be consulted by the Secretary from time
to time both with respect to their conduct of those activities and
their use of those resources and with respect to the activities which
the Secretary of the Interior carries on under authority of this Act
which are pertinent to their work, and (b) carry out such respon-
sibilities in general conformance with the nationwide plan author-
ized under section 2(c) of this Act.

SEC. 4. ø16 U.S.C. 460l–3¿ As used in this Act, the term ‘‘Unit-
ed States’’ shall include the District of Columbia and the terms
‘‘United States’’ and ‘‘States’’ may, to the extent practicable, include
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.


